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lnl:rfurd:;?r wrﬁuﬂl a young family's Manhattan penthouse, convert-

ing it into & glamorows space that celebrates Art Déco style. Inser axn Tins Inace: The

living room is *relaxed but formal,” notes Allem, who worked with architect Josh Heitler,
of Lacina Heitler Architects. A 1937 work by Picasso hangs over the mantelpiece. Pair of
1930s French cabinets and wood-arm chairs, Karl Kemp Antiques. Stark carper.
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Interior Design by Charles Allem, asip

Text by Nancy Collins

Before Photography by Billy Cunningham
After Photography by Peter Aaron/Esto

y wife and I are
COCOONING tVpes
of people, who
at the same time
have three young kids bounc-
ing off the walls,” says the
owner of a classic eight-room
Park Avenue co-op that was
designed by Charles Allem.
“And for that reason, we like
living with a serene palette, in
a ealm environment, which is
exactly what Charles—whom
I consider a great artist—does
so brilliantly. We're good at
vision, but when it comes to
the interrelation of colors and
textures, we need help; and
Charles walks into a room
and sees it through a different
prism—that’s his genius,”

Still, even Allem’s consid-
erable imagination was chal-
lenged the first time he laid
eves on the 2,750 square feet
of “this gorgeous jewel of a
penthouse,” he recalls. *On
the one hand, there was this
lavish 380-square-foot ter-
race and sweeping vistas of
Manhattan rooftops—aflame
in foliage, beautiful gardens in
the sky, really—visible from
every window. On the other,
there was that interior, un-
touched by the former owner
for many years. So when my
clients asked, “What can you
do with it?" 1 said, “The views
are magnificent, but the place
needs a bomb thrown in
it."” He laughs. “Two years
later that’s essentially what
we did.”

Indeed, when the smoke
cleared, Allem gave his clients
exactly what they wanted: “an
adult apartment complement-
ing their amazing art collec-
tion,” he says, “with formal
entertaining areas, like the fab-

ulous living and dining rooms,
a beautiful entryway and a
jewel box of a master bedroom,
as well as bigger, more casual
areas where the children can
do their thing.” The heart of
the home, however, where the
residents “spend most of our
leisure time,” says the husband,
is the intimate, charming fam-
ily room—*a sunny family
refuge,” from the designer’s
point of view—flooded with
light and air, thanks to three
skylights salvaged from the
original ceiling.

“Charles metamorphosized
this space from an ugly, barely
inhabitable, steel-and-glass
nonfunctioning greenhouse
with neither character nor
depth, frigid in winter, swel-
tering in summer,” says the
husband, “into a space whose
indoor-outdoor quality pro-
vides an airy feeling that per-
vades the entire apartment.”

Cuing his color scheme to
such an unusually visible sky,
Allem chose “gorgeous Wedg-
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wood- and powder-blue ac-
cents” for the living room,
“complemented by coffee col-
ors, cinnamaon, parchment and
brown with touches of gold
throughout, especially in the
dining room, which we made
dressier with gold silk walls—
most of the rest, of course, be-
ing Venetian plaster.”

As for the furniture, every-
one was on the same Déco
page. “Its an era and a sensibil-

Anove anp Owrvostre: White cabi-
netry in the dining room was torn
out and replaced with mirrors to
create “a Parisian dining room co-
cooned in gold silk,” Allem says.
The painting is by Picasso, Chan-
delicr from Jean Karajian. Tiffany’s
flatware. Silk wallcovering from
Larsen, Bevow: The foor plan of
the 2,750-square-foot residence.
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“The lines of Déco run parallel
with contemporary so
beautifully,” says Charles Allem.

ity—modern bur warm—thar
both my wife and I gravitate
to,” explains the husband. Al-
lem concurred. “The lines of
[Déco run parallel with con-
temporary so beaurifully,” he
savs, “that we all love it. Start-
ing with a few [Déco pieces
from r.l‘-!.'|| !"'l'i."- TS :Hi.l."hut'l".
which 1 also designed, we wenn
on a real Déco purchasing
campaign, like, for instance,
|]|:'5'|\:.' "\-|.|.|'|:l||'|r1':_' L'Hlﬂhn'l\ n '-hL'
living room. [ don't like a lot of
furniture. If I have any design
philosophy—besides, of course,
the importance of the relaton-
ship with your client and thart
location always plays a part—
it's my love of simple lines
and strong, limired pieces thar
stand out and work together
while maintaining rheir in-
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dividuality, like works of art.”

When it came to the chairs,
Allem warmed things up, s
chewing “Déco- like fabrics”
for suede, COVETINg floors in
contemporary carpets instead
of “perit il -y pe rugs, which
would have made it look old.”
A5 a resulr, “the furniture col-
lection |:-.|:'.|5|:_'|'-. the art collec-
ton, making a great blend...ev
erything melts rogerher to
create a comfortable New
York home.”

[he ~11L'|'|.|L'|||.=1' ICrrace,
meanwhile, is an accoutrement
the 1'<|:|;1|q' are just beginning
1o enjoy, thanks to WNew Yorks
ever-longer Indian summers.
“We renovated and land-
scaped the rerrace last August,
and it’s now like a backyard for
us,” savs the hushand. “This

ABOVE AND Lerm: A bland greenhouse-style space was trans-
formed into a bold family room with coffered cetlings and
dark walnut shelving. Picasso's linoleum-cut Natwre Morte
romis ly Larenpe, 1962, is Lii\]ll.l:l.n’l on the rear wall, Karl Eu'lrii\
Antigues armchairs, Sofa from [, Robert Scott. Edelman

leather on ottoman. Carpet from Srark,
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Livr Ivser axn Lev: Allem wsed rich Fabrics and

Art Déco—style fumishings to transform the master
bedpoom inl:.n 4 Warm urirhi\l:ii;arq.'d % 2. Ahove
the bed—which he designed with a gold-leafed
headboard and a frame of silk velver, from Larsen—
hangs Picasso's Les Feax er fa Lectnre, 1953, Pollaro
eredenza. ARwE: A circa 1940 painting is over an Ar
Déco-inspired desk. Cowtan & Tout chair silk.

1sn’t just an expanse of space
but also of sight 1 mind. T
brings your eve to the hor

n't quantify the depth of

“What we wanted in this
rtment was a dynamic en-

mment: How we feel dor-
mg the day is very different

from how we feel at night.
During the dayume, the hght
and air are VErV expansive; at
tli;:‘hl:, thanks to the quictude
of Charless palette, it |

a4 I Hll._"| T, WArm, C l"r‘rl_'l“l_l_r 2n-
vironment. [ had high expecta-
tons, and Charles exceeded all

of them.”

As does the overall apart-
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PP P P s P r e rrrrrrrrresse T \ ment. *Before we bought this,

. - my wife saw 70 propertes,”
E p recalls. “Bur when she walked
. : . into this one, she knew it was
E - : special. Righe away she calle
------ i o o - 2
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1 found our home.
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“The lovely terrace overlooks Park Avenue,” Allem says of the
3B0-square-foot space, *It connects to the family room and of-
fers an outdoor area for family gatherings,” The poodle sculp-
rure is by Bencoma, Chairs and tables, Restoration Hardware.




